
ishes and is always asking how people are here. I am sure that you will also keep him in his prayers, as he is preparing to be ordained deacon in September, with the prospect of being or-dained priest in summer 2017.  
Please have a look at the notice about the Catholi-cism course. I know that those who did this course in our parish last year en-joyed it greatly. This year I’m offering it to all the parishes of the deanery, and will be doing the ses-sions at Trent Vale. If you missed it first time round, and have transport, it’d be great to see some of our parishioners there on Fri-day evening.  
Please do welcome Fr John Walsh who is supplying for me on Sunday at Mass. 

This Sunday, after preach-ing at St Lawrence’s Church at their early ser-vice, as part of the pulpit swap for Christian Unity week, I will be travelling to Ars. As you know, I am a member of the Society of St John Mary Vianney, and all the full members of the Society will be gathering over the next few days for a general assembly. The purpose of this meeting is to elect a new Moderator (the head of the Society), a Vice Moderator, and the members of the governing Council. This happens eve-ry five years, though often the serving Moderator is re-elected.  However, this year, Fr Philippe, whom some of you met on our recent pilgrimage to Ars, has made it known that he wishes to step down from the position, and the mem-

bers have already begun thinking about how our Society can best serve our priests, vocations and the mission of the Church, and who might fill this posi-tion. It will be a few days of great prayer, so that we may know who to elect. I ask all of you to join us in prayer, to Our Lord the Eternal High Priest, to Our Lady, Mother of Priests, and to St John Vianney, the Curé of Ars, our great Patron.  
While I am in Ars, I will be seeing our seminarian, Eloi, who will also be com-ing to visit us in Easter week this year. I hope that when he comes to visit we can arrange a get together for parishioners who would like to catch up with him. I know that he values his experience of our par-

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINTS OF MERCY 
St Gemma Galgani 1878-1903 Gemma was born and brought up near Lucca, Italy. She experienced the death of her mother, and  other close family mem-bers at an early age. Alt-hough suffering meningitis at 18, she miraculously recovered. From this time she began to speak of mes-sages she received from Our Lady, her guardian 

angel or other saints. She had mystical experiences of the stigmata (wounds of the Passion) and ecstasies. She was struck with a par-ticular sorrow for her sins, and the desire even to suf-fer in recompense. But she also felt the great protect-ing love of the Virgin Mary. She was rejected by the hierarchy up to her death at 25, but was can-onised only 37 years later.  
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 Biddulph 

Goldenhill 

Kidsgrove 

Packmoor 

The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am, Monday 5.30pm 
Kidsgrove Friday after Mass, Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm  

Saturday 23rd   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Tony Gilligan 
Sunday 24th 9.00am    Holy Mass Glenys Gallon & Mrs Scragg 
Third Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass Mick Fryer & Culshaw Family 
the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass Lilian Thomas & Joan Doyle 
Christian Unity Week       
Monday 25th  9.15am    Holy Mass or Word & Communion  
Conversion of St  9.45am    Eucharistic Adoration  
Paul  6.00pm   Novena Devotions  
Tuesday 26th 9.15am    Holy Mass or Word & Communion  

St Timothy & St Titus    9.30am  Morning Prayer  
    2.15pm Holy Rosary  
Wednesday 27th       
Feria       
Thursday 28th 6.00pm    Holy Mass  Leonard & Catherine Johnson 
St Thomas Aquinas       
Friday 29th 12.30pm    Requiem Mass John Orme RIP 
Feria    6.00pm Holy Mass  Holy Souls 
    6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration  
Saturday 30th 10.30am    Holy Mass David Pooley 
Our Lady   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Joan Wareham 
Sunday 31st 9.00am    Holy Mass People of the Parishes 
Fourth Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass Freda & Cyril Cole 
the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass Michael Fleming 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
There will be no Surgery hour on Monday 25th January. The next time Fr Julian is available for en-quiries concerning sacraments or for any pastoral need is on Monday 1st February at 7pm in the Presby-tery at Goldenhill. 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for      January 
That sincere dialogue between men and women of different faiths may produce the fruits of justice and peace. 
That by means of dialogue and fraternal charity, and with the grace of the Holy Spirit, Christians may overcome divi-sions. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are lit for the following intentions: 

St John’s: Tony Gilligan 
St Joseph’s: Mary-Ann & John Keenan 
St Patrick’s: Catherine Harper  
If you wish to dedicate the sanctuary lamp or another lamp for an intention, the minimum donation is £5. Please see Tony Giannasi (Kidsgrove) or Fr Julian. 
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PASTORAL 
First Holy Communion The sec-ond meetings for parents with their children are on Thursday 11th Febru-ary at St John’s Academy (Gloucester Rd site) or alternatively at St Joseph’s Academy on Wednesday 24th Febru-ary. Both meetings are at 6.30pm and last about one hour. Parents may attend either session. 
Confirmation The Sacrament of Confirmation is given to children who have reached Year 6 and to all older children and adults who have not yet received the Sacrament. All children not in one of the three parish schools or adults who wish to receive Confirmation this year should see Fr Julian as soon as possible.  
Altar Servers’ Mass There will be a Mass of Thanksgiving for all Altar Servers at St Chad’s Cathedral in Birmingham on Saturday 13th Febru-ary at 10am. Any servers who have not yet responded, please let us know as soon as possible.  
English Martyrs’ Consecration Dates for the next working group meeting are as follows: Tues 2nd Feb 7.00pm Spiritual Prep-aration Group All meetings will be in the meeting room at English Martyrs’ Church. 
Sunday Vespers The Vespers for Christian Unity with visiting preacher was cancelled last week because of the snow. It has been rescheduled for Sunday 7th February at 3pm. The visiting preacher is Mr Terry Wil-liams, the lay reader of Christ Church, Biddulph Moor (and Fr Julian’s old metalwork teacher). Please invite friends, especially non-Catholic friends to come along. Please also bring some items for the refreshments afterwards. 
Parking at English Martyrs Just to make you aware we have new ten-ants in the house and we need to en-sure they have access to the road by not parking in front of the garage or blocking the drive. Also the area in front of the house is private so if you 

YOUNG PEOPLE 

Deaths 
Of your charity, please pray for the soul of John Orme. Requiem Mass will be offered on Friday 29th Janu-ary at 12.30pm at English Martyrs’, followed by cremation at Bradwell at 2pm.  
Also for the soul of Des Turner. Req-uiem Mass will be offered on Monday 1st February at 10.30am at St Pat-rick’s followed by interment at Tun-stall cemetery. 

Requiescant in pace.  

Cuppa & Chat There will be a Cuppa & Chat at 2 Mitchell Drive, Butt Lane on Monday 1st February, starting at 10.30am. All welcome. Anyone requiring a lift please contact Janet on 782410 or Jean on 772983 
Biddulph Foodbank The food-bank urgently needs donations of toiletries. We also need more volun-teers to help with dealing with clients or packing food bags and making re-freshments. If you think you can help, please see Jackie Menzies, or contact the Parish Office. 
Friendship Club The next Friend-ship Club will meet on Wednesday 27th January, 2pm to 3.30pm at Kidsgrove Town Hall. As well as the normal activities there will be an exercise session. If transport is re-quired please contact Matt Ford 07587034299.  

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

YEAR OF MERCY 
The Year of Mercy is an extraordinary Year of Jubilee, in which we celebrate God’s gift of merciful love, with a call to come back to faithfulness to God, and to receive his mercy anew.  

Evenings of Mercy Thanks to eve-ryone who came to the first Evening of Mercy at St Joseph’s on Tuesday evening. For those who didn’t come—you missed a wonderful spir-itual hour. But don’t worry! The next one is very soon. On Wednes-day 3rd February at 7pm at Our Lady & St Werburgh’s, Clayton, the next Evening of Mercy will be led by sem-inarians from Oscott College. 

Young Men’s Weekend Young men from 16 to 25 are invited to this weekend of “brotherhood, disciple-ship, and adventure” at Soli House in Alton from 26th to 28th February. Talks are being given by Jimmy Mitchell, a lay evangelist and musi-cian from the USA. The cost is £50, but it’s pay what you can—the parish youth fund will cover the rest of the cost. See Fr Julian for details. 
World Youth Day We are inviting young people to come to the World Youth Day week in Krakow, Poland 

in July. It is a gathering of over a mil-lion young Catholics together with Pope Francis in the heart of Poland. We leave on 24th July and return 2nd August, and includes coach travel to Poland, accommodation in dormi-tory rooms, breakfast and dinner each day, the programme of WYD together with passes for travel and admission, a day trip to Auschwitz. The full cost is £599, though with fundraising we hope to significantly reduce this, hopefully to around £200. Fr Julian needs a definite com-mitment, plus £100 as a deposit. Pil-grims must be 16+ at date of travel.  

could refrain from walking past the windows and down the steps it would be much appreciated. Thank you. 
Education Sunday Everyone in the Biddulph area who is associated with education in any way—pupils, par-ents, teachers, lecturers, gover-nors—are invited to the ecumenical Education Sunday service at St Law-rence's Church, Biddulph on Sunday 31st January at 4pm. Please come and represent our Parish! 



Entrance Antiphon: O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence are majesty and splendour, strength and honour in his holy place. 
Response to the Psalm: Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] The Lord has sent me to bring the Good News to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives. [Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed  
Preface & Eucharistic Prayer Choice of the celebrant 
Acclamation:  When... 
Communion Antiphon: I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Year of Mercy Pilgrimage to Spain & Fatima  
22nd to 30th October 2016 

Next year’s parish pilgrimage for the Year of Mercy is an 8 night pilgrim-age to include visits to: Ávila, the town of St Teresa, Segovia the shrine of St John of the Cross, and historical Roman city; Toledo, the primatial Cathedral of Spain; Santiago de Compostela, the international pil-grimage site, the shrine of St James the Apostle; Fatima, Shrine of Our Lady, since the apparitions in 1916.  
Air travel, 3 main centres, half board (full in Fatima) hotels. The cost will be £629 based on sharing (single rooms available with £175 supple-ment). Booking forms are available, which should be returned together with a deposit of £150 per person, payable by cheque, cash or by card (details to be put on booking form). 
The pilgrimage is being organised through Joe Walsh Tours of Dublin and Manchester. It is open to parish-ioners and non-parishioners. 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)   CTS Sunday Missal page 975      

FUNDRAISING  
Collections 
Biddulph/Packmoor  Gift Aid £346.01, Non-Gift Aid £129.61, Total £475.62. St Barnabas Society £159.35. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £199.50, Non-Gift Aid £118.47, Total £317.97. St Barnabas Society £148.62.   
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £241.50, Non-Gift Aid £109.86, Total £351.36. St Barnabas Society £194.54.                      
Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 Club This week’s draw: 1st Prize   £20, No.60 A Edwards; 2nd Prize £10, No.36 L Lyth; 3rd Prize £5, 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21 

The Gospel scene, too, recalls the First Reading. Like Ezra, Jesus stands before the people, is handed a scroll, unrolls it, then reads and interprets it. We witness in today's Liturgy the creation of a new people of God. Ezra started reading at dawn of the first day of the Jewish new year. Jesus too proclaims a "sabbath," a great year of Jubilee, a deliverance from slavery to sin, a release from the debts we owe to God. The people greeted Ezra "as one man." And, as today's Epistle teaches, in the Spirit the new people of God - the Church - is made "one 
body" with Him͘ 

No.101 M Hooper. There are still numbers available!  
Biddulph & Packmoor 125 Club We have 5 numbers available for the 125 Club, numbers 33, 54, 63, 66  & 68. If you are a parishioners at Bid-dulph or Packmoor, and would like to support your parish, and possibly win a prize, then please see Fr Julian, and he will direct you to one of the organisers. Just a reminder to  cur-rent subscribers: Monies due on the 13th March. The Yearly  subscription is £51; if you pay half yearly it is £26  and then £25 on the 11th September. All monies should be placed in an envelope/wallet clearly marked with ‘125 Club’ and your name. 

Vocations Mass This year’s Mass will be at the Sacred Heart Tunstall on Tuesday 9th February at 7.30pm. The celebrant of the Mass will be Fr Dominic Chukka, the new Vocations Director of the Archdiocese. The Mass is being sponsored by St Marga-ret Ward Academy. 
Catholicism Course Fr Julian will be putting on Bishop Barron’s Ca-tholicism course once again this year, for the whole Deanery. The course will begin on Friday 29th January and will be held at St Teresa’s, Trent Vale (NB this a change of venue). Each session will be approximately 2 hours.  
Our Lady & St Werburgh’s Pri-mary School  The school will be 50 

years old in January 2017 and are looking for former pupils, who at-tended the school when it opened in 1967, to contact them. Contact the school on 297451 or email wer-burghs50@outlook.com 
LIFE Job Vacancy LIFE are cur-rently looking to recruit a Charity Shop Manager in Stoke on Trent. The position is part time and the gross pay is £9,809pa. A practising Catholic with a knowledge of the work done by LIFE would be desirable. For full details and an application form please look on the  LIFE webs i te www.lifecharity.org uk—look under ‘About’ and then ‘Jobs’. The closing date is 5th February. 
 

Annual Romero Mass The Dioce-san Mass in celebration of Blessed Oscar Romero is on Tuesday 8th March at 1pm, St Chads Cathedral, Birmingham. Archbishop Romero of San Salvador was assassinated whilst saying mass in 1980, believed to be as a result of his outspoken views on human rights atrocities taking place in El Salvador at that time. The Mass is promoted by CAFOD. 


